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United States Sentencing Commission, the 
Firearm Recidivist Sentencing Act, and legisla-
tion to correct the computation of good time 
credit in the federal prison system. Her work 
in developing H.R. 3327, the Ramos-Compean 
Justice Act of 2009, has led to subsequent bi-
partisan, bicameral introduction of that bill, 
now known as the Justice Safety Valve Act. 
This bill has become one of the critical pro-
posals under consideration as a growing con-
sensus in the country is recognizing the need 
to reform our sentencing laws in order to 
achieve greater fairness, save unnecessary 
costs in the criminal justice system, and re-
duce recidivism. These bills to reform the 
criminal justice system, developed through her 
efforts, are a lasting legacy of her dedication 
to achieving fairness and justice for all. 

Karen’s dedication to these issues during 
her time working for the Committee was rep-
resentative of the professionalism and commit-
ment she showed as an Assistant Federal 
Public Defender in representing her clients 
and vindicating their rights to equal and fair 
treatment under the law. 

Today, we remember and appreciate Karen 
Wilkinson’s dedication to public service, her 
commitment to fairness, her wise counsel, and 
the friendships she developed with us and her 
Judiciary Committee colleagues. We will honor 
her by pledging to advance the causes that 
were her life’s calling. 
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Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Gene Bess from Poplar Bluff, 
Missouri for his exceptional years of service to 
the community as a basketball coach and 
mentor. 

Coach Gene Bess is considered one of the 
most winningest college basketball coaches 
recently gaining his 1,200th win. Coach Gene 
has been recognized as one of the best 
coaches in college basketball winning two na-
tional junior college championships. 

Coach Bess has been named the NJCAA 
Coach of the Year twice and Regional Coach 
of the Year 18 times. He has led the Raiders 
of Three Rivers College to 17 tournament ap-
pearances and the program has kept a win-
ning record consistently over .750. 

Coach Bess’s impressive winning record is 
only one of the reasons he is such a beloved 
and respected member of the community 
Coach Bess not only strives to motivate his 
players to do their best on the court, but to 
keep a clear focus on their future. He has ex-
pressed the importance he places on seeing 
his players continuing their education at other 
institutions and finishing their degrees. 

For his remarkable accomplishments as a 
college basketball coach and his dedication to 
serve our community, it is my pleasure to rec-
ognize the achievements of Coach Gene Bess 
before the House of Representatives. 
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Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the accomplishments of J. Jorge 
Verduzco of Laredo, Texas. 

Jorge Verduzco’s extraordinary career has 
been characterized by global citizenship and 
community service. Before beginning his ca-
reer, Mr. Verduzco earned a Bachelor’s in 
International Relations from St. Mary’s Univer-
sity, a Master’s degree in Latin American 
Studies from Georgetown University, a second 
Master’s from the American Graduate School 
on International Management, and he com-
pleted graduate programs in Bank Marketing 
and Commercial Lending. 

Jorge Verduzco worked in the Latin Amer-
ican and Administrative Bureaus of the U.S. 
Department of State for several years prior to 
joining the International Bank of Commerce in 
Laredo in 1981. With IBC, Mr. Verduzco has 
served admirably for over two decades. In ad-
dition, his economic development efforts along 
the Texas-Mexico border have been out-
standing, serving as Chairman of the Texas- 
Mexico Authority Advisory Board, a member of 
the Policy Board of the Texas Department of 
Commerce, a founding member of the Border 
Trade Alliance and the Association of South 
Texas Communities, a founding Board Mem-
ber of the Alliance for I–69 Texas, and a 
Board Member of the Texas Association of 
Business and Chambers of Commerce. His 
service exemplifies a shining example of hu-
mility and dedication. 

In addition to his exemplary career, Jorge 
Verduzco is a committed husband of forty five 
years, father, grandfather, and author of 
‘‘International Relations, The Organization of 
American States.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize J. Jorge Verduzco for 
his many accomplishments and great contribu-
tions to the Laredo area. I thank you for this 
time. 
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Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, today we 
recognize a career of committed service to our 
nation and our communities by Raymond 
Bencivengo of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Bencivengo’s service began as a United 
States Marine serving in Vietnam and contin-
ued for 25 years after as a Philadelphia Police 
officer, both on the beat and administratively. 
Even after retiring from the police force in 
1984, Mr. Bencivengo continued his commit-
ment to law, order and protection by serving 
as a Pennsylvania State Parole Agent for 20 
years. 

In the summer of 2014, Mr. Bencivengo offi-
cially began his well-deserved retirement. 

The quiet, selfless service of those like Mr. 
Bencivengo should never go forgotten or un- 
thanked. So today, I congratulate Raymond 

Bencivengo and wish him all the best in his 
retirement. 
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CELEBRATING THE DEDICATION 
OF THE TINNER HILL HISTORIC 
SITE 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, January 9, 2015 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the 100th Anniversary of the founding 
of the Fairfax County Branch of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) and to congratulate the 
Tinner Hill Heritage Foundation on the long- 
awaited dedication of the Tinner Hill Historic 
Site. 

On January 8, 1915, at the home of Joseph 
Tinner in Falls Church, nine community lead-
ers formed the Colored Citizens Protective 
League (CCPL) in order to fight an ordinance 
in the then Town of Falls Church that would 
have legalized forced segregation in the town. 
This pioneering group evolved to become the 
Fairfax County Branch of the NAACP, which 
has played an instrumental role in the struggle 
for civil rights in Fairfax County and the nation 
for the past 100 years and will continue to do 
so in its next century. 

The Tinner Hill Foundation is a 501c(3) non- 
profit founded by Edwin B. Henderson II, a de-
scendant of E.B. Henderson, the CCPL’s first 
Secretary, to preserve this important piece of 
our community’s history. The Foundation helps 
prepare tomorrow’s leaders by ensuring they 
understand our community’s past through cul-
tural enrichment, arts, career and entrepre-
neurial education, mentoring, and counseling 
opportunities and by sponsoring clubs, groups, 
and organizations. The Foundation also has 
been engaged in the creation of The Tinner 
Hill Historic Site, The African American Herit-
age Walking Tour, The ‘‘Dear Editor’’ Contest, 
and The Tinner Hill Blues Festival. 

I am proud to have partnered with the Foun-
dation since I was the Providence District Su-
pervisor on the Fairfax County Board. It was 
at a Foundation event like this where we first 
discussed the idea of preserving this property, 
and the very next day I worked with my col-
leagues on the Fairfax Board to direct the 
County Executive to collaborate with the City 
of Falls Church to purchase this site, which is 
so significant to the cultural history of our 
community. And earlier this year, I was 
pleased to help capture moving and inspira-
tional stories from some of the Foundation’s 
members as part of the Northern Virginia Civil 
Rights Archive, which my office assembled in 
collaboration with the Library of Congress and 
local library branches. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in congratulating the Tinner Hill Heritage 
Foundation on this momentous occasion and 
commending its members for their steadfast 
efforts to preserve and promote the legacy of 
the brave African Americans who established 
the Fairfax County Branch of the NAACP and 
for their commitment to advance educational 
opportunities for students in the community. I 
also congratulate the Fairfax County Branch of 
the NAACP on the occasion of its 100th anni-
versary. Please accept my sincere apprecia-
tion for your tireless efforts in support of equal 
rights and justice for all. 
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